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Preface 
The International Council of Societies of Industrial Design bestowed the title of World Design Capital 
2012 on Helsinki, Finland. In Helsinki the concept of Open Helsinki is described: a city where 
information, ideas, thoughts and people can move freely without unnecessary creativity-hampering 
obstacles. Like every city in the world, Helsinki exists for its people. An enjoyable urban culture is the 
result of many factors, perhaps the most important of which is openness.  Design can be old or new; large 
or small; pretty or controversial; visible or invisible. Design often also has a social, educational or 
public dimension.   
The University of Helsinki is a multidisciplinary top university that moulds the society through 
research and education.  University of Helsinki is a partner of World Design Capital 2012 on Helsinki 
encompass e.g. human-oriented way of solving challenges.  
For the Department of Teacher Education in the University of Helsinki, design means a ways of 
organizing things and operations that promotes high-end research and top-quality education. The 5th 
Intercultural Arts Education Conference: Design Learning was a part of the World Design Capital 2012 
year in Helsinki and it was held in Helsinki on 10 11 May 2012 presenting new ideas and solutions for 
design learning.  
The 5th Intercultural Arts Education and Design Learning Conference was an international expert 
seminar that brought together leading researchers in the field of education to share and discuss different 
pedagogic, holistic approaches to supporting creative thinking and assimilating new information in 
different learning contexts and environments. Designing is the most enchanting of all human cognitive 
creations. This conference had a holistic approach to the concept of design learning, which can be 
connected with product as well as processes and educational or pedagogical solutions. 
 t offers new ways of thinking and sharing ideas in a group. 
We believe that design is a process in which problems are discussed and solved, in which the educational 
atmosphere is open to new ideas and in which design is seen as a generic cultural activity. 
The theme of the conference promotes the Finnish and European educational theme of design, arts and 
culture as a means to improve the lives of children. Design learning in early childhood and basic 
education, arts and skills as hobbies create a sense of community and networks that support people in life 
management over the long term. In this volume the keynote speaks and the scientific peer-reviewed 
articles are published. The aim of this volume is to discuss research and define what is meant by design 
learning in European teacher education and intercultural society. The scientific theme of this volume is 
Design learning, through it we are celebrating the World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 Jubilee year.  
In peer-reviewing of the articles, we have received assistance from the scientific committee of the 
conference. We thank them very much for their valuable comments. We also express our special gratitude 
to Mikko Halonen and Katriina Mikkola for their help with the layout of this publication. Special thanks 
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also to the other wonderful co-workers Liisa Antikainen, Pia Kajaani and Anna Kattainen during this 
Design Learning project. We wish you all refreshing and artistic moments with this journal volume. 
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